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CHARACTERISTICS OF ABSTRACT 
EXPRESSIONISM

• Rejected critical labels

• Moral purpose 

• Physical immediacy of paint

• Typically, large scale, non-objective imagery

• Lack of clear focal point

• Visible signs of artistic process

• Energetic and gestural lines

• Swiss psychologist Carl Jung



Jackson Pollock. One: Number 31. 1950

“Action Painting”



Photographs by Hans Namuth of Pollock in his 

studio in East Hampton, 1950



Willem De Kooning. Woman, I. 1950 – 52



How is Woman, I similar or different from these 

other representations of women?

LEFT TO RIGHT:

Pablo Picasso, Les Demoiselles d'Avignon, 1907, Willem De Kooning. Woman, I. 1950 – 52, Matisse, Blue Nude, Souvenir of Biskra, 1907 



Franz Kline. Chief. 1950



Ad Reinhardt. Abstract Painting. 1963



Lee Krasner. Untitled. 1949



Text from Hebrew BibleLee Krasner. Untitled. 1949



The Sublime and the Spiritual



Title Translation: “Man, heroic and sublime”

“color field painting” 

 “zips”

Barnett Newman. Vir Heroicus Sublimis. 1950 – 51 



Mark Rothko, No. 13 (White, Red on Yellow)1958

”Color Field Painting"
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REMINDER

• Final papers are due May 23rd 

• No late acceptances! 
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