Word Choice: Expressive Verbs
 
When you quote or paraphrase an author, you should think about what verbs you will use to represent their views.  Instead of repeating “says” again and again, you should add more variety and interest to your writing by choosing an expressive verb.  Each verb has its own particular meaning, so you should think carefully about the precise meaning you want to convey.  

A Toolbox of Verbs
	 


            argue              claim              question
comment        show              imply
assert              propose          emphasize
declare            contend          indicate
reveal             suggest           discuss
maintain          state               demonstrate
prove              explain            establish
express           convey            communicate
                                                            
 
 
 
Practice
Define the pair of verbs you have been assigned and be ready to explain the difference (if any) between the two statements:
 
1)     The student claimed that she lost her thumb drive.  
The student proved that she lost her thumb drive.
 
 
2)     The author suggests that the government is corrupt.
The author contends that the government is corrupt.
 
 
3)     The student emphasized that she was tired.
The student implied that she was tired.
 
 
4)     The author demonstrates that standardized tests hold students back.
The author argues that standardized tests hold students back.
 
 
5)     The students proposed that the professor should extend the assignment due date.
The students asserted that the professor should extend the assignment due date.
 
 
6)     The author explained why writers need to outline before they begin drafting.
The author questioned why writers need to outline before they begin drafting.  
 
 
7)     The evidence shows that students who form study groups perform better in college.
The evidence reveals that students who form study groups perform better in college.  
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