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Ben Shahn, The Passion of  Sacco and Vanzetti. 1931–1932



A R T  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  

S T AT E S

Course description: A study of  American artistic 

heritage, the artistic personalities and national 

characteristics that have shaped this legacy, from 

Native American, European, and colonial origins to 

the present, including Asian, African and Latin 

American influences.

Themes for our class: Race and Representation, 

Politics and Power, Native American Expression, 

Land and Environment, Modernism and Industry



H OW  D O  W E  D E F I N E  A RT ?

How do we define art in our own lives? 

What does the word art mean to us? 



H OW  D O  W E  S E E  T H E  U N I T E D  

S T AT E S  O F  A M E R I C A ?  

What are some words  or descr iptions that come to mind? 



Race and Representation

Kara Walker, A Warm Summer Evening in 1863, 2008, wool tapestry and felt,



Politics and Power



K W A K W A K A ’ W A K W  A R T I S T , E A G L E  M A S K  C L O S E D ,  L A T E  1 9 T H  C . ,  F R O M  
A L E R T  B A Y ,  V A N C O U V E R  I S L A N D ,  B R I T I S H  C O L U M B I A ,  C A N A D A ,  C E D A R  

W O O D ,  F E A T H E R S ,  S I N E W ,  C O R D ,  B I R D  S K I N ,  H I D E ,  P L A N T  F I B E R S ,  
C O T T O N ,  I R O N ,  P I G M E N T S ,  3 7  X  5 7  X  4 9  C M  

Native American Expression



Land and Environment

Thomas Moran, Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, 1872, oil 
on canvas mounted on aluminum



Modernism and Industry 

Charles Demuth, left After Sir Christopher Wren, 1920 and 
My Egypt, 1927. oil on fiberboard, 90.8 × 76.2 cm



Formal (or Visual) Analysis

One of  the foundations of  writing in art history is 
understanding how to formally or visually analyze an 
artwork.

Your unique voice and perspective in combination with 
close, careful, viewing is your guide to a successful formal 
analysis.



Formal 
Analysis



S Y L L A B U S  R E V I E W  A N D  I N T RO D U C T I O N  P O S T S
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